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 Carmen Duncan 

 

Carmen Duncan is currently a second year student in the School of Social Welfare 

graduate program at the University at Albany.  She is a 2005 graduate of Maria 

College with an A.A. in Liberal Arts and a 2008 graduate of Sage College of Albany 

with a B.S. in Psychology.  

As a second year graduate student in the School of Social Welfare, Carmen has 

chosen to fulfill her field requirement assisting in the development and 

implementation of the Black Child Development Institute (BCDI) Mentor Program at 

Albany High School. Ms. Duncan’s work with BCDI allows her to give back to an 

organization that gave support to her during her teenage years.  

Carmen is dedicated to mentoring the nation’s young people while they pave their 

road to success.  She is a strong believer that our children need dedicated role 

models to encourage them to move forward in life.  She states: “It takes a village 

to raise a child, let’s get back to that way of life.” To align her beliefs with action, 

she is an active member of the Albany County Department of Probation’s Juvenile 

Community Accountability Board (JCAB), a member of the advisory board for the 

Capital District YMCA Black and Latino Achievers Program, and has been a “Big” 

with Big Brothers/Big Sisters for six years.  

Ms. Duncan has been employed with Living Resources Corp. for six years.  Living 

Resources is a nonprofit agency that provides services to individuals with 

developmental disabilities. She is a Program Manager for two group homes within 

the agency.   

 

 

 

 



 Johanna Duncan-Poitier 

With over 25 years of experience providing results-driven leadership, Johanna 

Duncan-Poitier serves as Senior Vice Chancellor for Community Colleges and the 

Education Pipeline in The State University of New York (SUNY).  In her work with 

community colleges, Senior Vice Chancellor Duncan-Poitier provides system 

oversight and coordination for SUNY’s 30 community colleges that educate over a 

quarter of million students each year.  Also, as SUNY’s senior executive for the 

education pipeline, she provides leadership to strengthen the critical connections 

between SUNY’s 64 campuses and PreK-12 schools, business leaders, and other 

partners so more students graduate from college prepared to succeed in future 

careers.  This responsibility encompasses coordinating the implementation SUNY’s 

strategic initiative to strengthen teacher preparation, workforce preparation and 

practice.  In addition, Senior Vice Chancellor Duncan-Poitier serves as one of the 

Commissioners of the Education Commission of the States for New York.  The 

Education Commission of the States is the only nationwide, nonpartisan interstate 

compact devoted to all-levels of education.   

Prior to joining SUNY, Senior Vice Chancellor Duncan-Poitier served as Senior 

Deputy Commissioner of Education-PreK-16 in the New York State Education 

Department. She directed the preparation and practice of more than 227,000 

teachers and school leaders and was responsible for the management of more than 

$30 billion in State and federal funds to support student achievement across the 

education continuum.  Before this appointment, she served, concurrently, as 

Deputy Commissioner for the Office of Higher Education and for the Office of the 

Professions.  Before her service with the Education Department, Senior Vice 

Chancellor Duncan-Poitier worked for more than 10 years in leadership positions 

with The City University of New York at Queens College, York College and Bronx 

Community College. 

Senior Vice Chancellor Duncan-Poitier has been recognized for her accomplishments 

with numerous State and national honors and awards.  

Senior Vice Chancellor Duncan-Poitier earned a baccalaureate degree from Queens 

College of The City University of New York and a master's degree in public 

administration from Bernard M. Baruch College of The City University of New York. 

An expanded version of Senior Vice Chancellor Duncan-Poitier’s biography 

can be found here. 

http://www.suny.edu/system_administration/education_pipeline/index.cfm


 

 

 

  Dr. James Hoffman 

 

James D. Hoffman, Superintendent of Schools for the Fonda-Fultonville Central 

School District, has a broad experience in the field of education.  The early part of 

his career was in Central and Southern New Jersey, where he served as an English 

and History teacher, department head, High School Assistant Principal, Middle 

School Assistant Principal, and Elementary Principal.  In 1996 he moved to New 

York, where he has been a Middle School Principal, Assistant Superintendent and 

Superintendent of Schools.  Additionally, he has been an adjunct instructor at 

Rutgers University, The University at Albany, and Empire State College. 

Dr. Hoffman’s career has given him experience as a teacher and administrator Pre-

K through grade 12, and in urban, suburban and rural environments.  This 

experience gives him a unique perspective in his chosen field.  Above all he is a 

child advocate and has noted that similar issues face students despite their 

economic or demographic backgrounds. 

Finally, he is a published author in the field of organizational management, having 

published several articles and a book on the subject. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

,   Barry Walston, MSW 

 

Barry D. Walston is employed by the New York State Department of Health AIDS 

Institute in the Division Of HIV Prevention.  He is a Manager within the AIDS 

Institute/Division of HIV Prevention.  Prior to taking this position, Barry was the 

Director of the Whitney M. Young Methadone Maintenance Treatment Program in 

Albany, NY.  Barry has spent the majority of his professional career working in 

human services, developing and implementing programs that serviced populations 

at risk.  Throughout his career, he has championed the cause of under-served, 

marginalized, and vulnerable communities/populations.  He is an activist in his own 

right and is a strong advocate for quality education for all.  He is on several boards 

including The Albany Fund for Education, Albany County's Mental Health Sub-

committee, Albany -TASC and is currently active in a mentoring program at Albany 

High School where he has a leadership role.  

SUNY@Albany Master's Degree of Social Work (MSW) 

Certifications:Certificate for Labor and Management 


